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CONFIDENTIAL ROME 14441 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, XF, IS 

SUBJECT: ITALIAN VOTE ON PLO ISSUE AT UNGA 

SUMMARY. FULL RATIONALE FOR ITALIAN AFFIRMATIVE VOTE ON PLO 
ISSUES IN UNGA REMAINS UNCLEAR. FOREIGN MINISTRY PUBLISHED 
EXPLANATION TENDS TO BE SELF-CONTRADICTORY. FOREIGN MINISTRY 
SOURCES EXPLAIN AWAY THE VOTE AS BEING MERELY QUOTE PROCEDURAL 
UNQUOTE AND THAT GOI BELIEVES THE IMPORTANT DEBATE. ON A 
SUBSTANTIVE RESOLUTION, IS THE ONE TO FOCUS ON. END SUMMARY. 

1. FOREIGN MINISTRY'S RATIONALE FOR UNGA VOTE, RELEASED ON 
OCTOBER 16, MAKES FOLLOWING PRINCIPLE POINTS: 

(A) ISSUE WAS ON A PROCEDURAL POINT.EVEN THOUGH GOI 
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AS HUMANITARIAN ASPECTS; 

(B) MOVING THIS PROBLEM QUOTE WITHIN THE AREA OF INTER- 
NATIONAL LEGALITY UNQUOTE MAY HELP PARTIES TO GIVE UP EXTREMIST 
ATTITUDES AND RECOURSE TO VIOLENCE; 

(C) ITALIAN VOTE DOES NOT REPRESENT A GOI STAND ON THE 

QUOTE MODE IN WHICH THE PLO REPRESENTS THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE 
SINCE IT IS NOT UP TO STRANGERS TO PRONOUNCE THEMSELVES UNQUOTE 
ON THIS ISSUE. INSTEAD IT SHOWS ITALIAN AWARENESS THAT PLO, 

WHOLE ROLE IN THE PALESTINIAN QUESTION CANNOT BE DENIED, A 
CHANCE TO EXPRESS THEIR VIEWS IN ORDERLY DEBATE. NEGOTIATIONS 
FOR PEACE SHOULD PROFIT THEREFROM. 

CD) ITALY REAFFIRMS VALIDITY OF RESA. NO. 242. 

(E) WOULD HAVE BEEN PREFERABLE FOR NINE TO HAVE ATTAINED 
A COMMON POSITION. 

2. BEYOND FOREGONG, FOREIGN MINISTRY SOURCE TOLD EMBOFF THAT 
ITALY, KNOWING THE RESOLUTION WOULD PASS BY A BIG VOTE, 
CONSIDERED THAT IT SHOULD NOT APPEAR ANTI-ARAB IN ORDER TO 
CONSERVE OR EVEN EXPAND ITS LEVERAGE WITH THE ARAB STATES FOR 
USE DURING THE UPCOMING DISCUSSIONS ON SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES RE 
PALESTINE. 

3. ISRAELI EMBOFF TELL US THAT GAJA GAVE ISRAELI AMBASSADOR, 

WHO CALLED ON GAJA TO PROTEST, SOME ADDITIONAL RATIONALE OF A 
SENSITIVE NATURE, WHICH ISRAELIS STILL DID NOT CONCLUDE 
WARRANTED ITALIAN STAND. 

4. EVIDENT EQUIVOCATIONS AND INHERENT CONTRADICATIONS IN 
FARNESINA STATEMENT HAVE DRAWN SOME FIRE FROM LOCAL 
CONSERVATIVE AND CENTER PRESS, VARIOUS FARNESINA CONTACTS AT 
WORKING LEVEL, PLUS SOME COLLEAGUES IN EMBASSIES OF OTHER EC 
COUNTRIES, EXPRESSING SOME DISILLUSION WITH ITALIAN STAND 
AND DISAPPOINTMENT THAT, DESPITE ASPIRATIONS FOR UNITED 
POLITICAL STANDS, THE NINE COULD NOT PULL TOGETHER ON THIS 
PROBLEM. VOLPE 
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